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A police car cruising past on the other side of the street did a U‑turn and drew up, its lights flashing. The spectators respectfully made way for two uniformed officers. Bernard was aware of their heavy, holstered revolvers at the level of his eyes. He looked up at two plump, brown, impassive faces.

"What happened?"

"My father's been knocked down."

One of the policemen knelt and felt Mr Walsh's pulse. "How ya doin', sir?"

"Want to go home," said Mr Walsh, without opening his eyes.

"Well, he's conscious," said the policeman. "That's something. Where's home?"

"England," said Bernard.

"That's a long way, sir," said the policeman to Mr Walsh. "Better take you to the hospital first." He turned to Bernard. "Somebody call an ambulance?"

"I believe so," said Bernard.

"I wouldn't count on it," said the woman in the red dress. "That wimp
 in the running shorts never came back."

"I did, too," said a voice from the back of the crowd. "The ambulance is coming."

"Who's the owner of the car?" said the second policeman.

"I am," said the woman in the red dress. "The old guy stepped right out in front of me. I didn't have a prayer."

The expression seemed to trigger a reaction in Mr Walsh, who began to mutter the Act of Contrition under his  breath. "Oh my God, I am heartily sorry for all my sins... " Kneeling beside him, Bernard felt his hand rising by conditioned reflex to perform the gesture of absolution, and, embarrassed, converted it into a soothing stroke of the old man's brow. "No need for that, Daddy," he said. "You're going to be all right." He turned to the policeman: "He looked the wrong way, I'm afraid. We drive on the left, you see, in England."

A man in a neat lightweight suit stepped forward and said to Bernard, "Take my advice –make no admissions." He took a card from his wallet and offered it to Bernard. "I'm a lawyer. Be glad to act for you on a contingency basis. No fee unless the suit is successful."

"Keep your nose out of this, mister," said the woman in the red dress, snatching the card and tearing it in half. "You people make me sick, you're like vultures."

"That's actionable," said the lawyer calmly.

"Take it easy, lady," said the policeman.

"Listen, I'm driving along the road, minding my own business, and suddenly this old man throws himself under my wheels, out of nowhere. Now I'm being threatened with a lawsuit. And you tell me to take it easy. Jesus!"

"Jesus mercy, Mary help," Mr Walsh muttered.

"Tell them," the woman appealed to Bernard. "You said it wasn't my fault, right?"

"Yes," said Bernard.

"My client is in shock," said the lawyer. "He doesn't know what he is saying."

"He's not your client, asshole," said the woman in the red dress.

"Where's this ambulance?" said Bernard. His voice sounded plaintive to his own ears. He envied the woman her anger and her expletives.

David Lodge, Paradise News, 1991.

I – COMPRÉHENSION DU TEXTE

1. The story takes place in  :          England                 the USA

     Justify by quoting from the text.

2. How are Bernard and Mr Walsh related to each other?

3. Match the following characters with the way they are dressed.

1. the driver
A. man in a neat lightweight suit

2. the witness who called an ambulance
B. man with the running shorts

3. the lawyer
C. woman in the red dress
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4. What happened? How?

5. Re-write in standard English.
Line 7: “How ya doin’”


Lines 11-12: “Better take you to the hospital  first”


Line 12: “Somebody call an ambulance?”


Lines 27-28 : "Be glad to act for you."


6. Line 16: “I did, too”. Who says the sentence? Tick the right box.

( 
Bernard
( 
a policeman
(
the wimp in the running shorts
( 
the woman in the red dress
( 
the man in a neat lightweight suit
7. Line 16: “I did, too”. What does the underlined word refer to?

8. Tick the right boxes.

l. 19 “I didn’t have a prayer” means :

( 
I couldn’t remember a prayer.

( 
Nobody prayed for me.

( 
There was nothing I could do.
l. 31: “That’s actionable” means :

( 
It is a good action.

( 
There is a cause for legal action.

( 
It can be removed.

9. Say whether these statements are TRUE or FALSE. Justify with a quotation.

   
1. The victim died on impact.
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2. The police suggest taking him to the hospital.



T
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3. The driver of the car ran away.
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4. The driver knocked down the old man deliberately.



T
F

5. The lady thinks the man in the lightweight suit should mind 

T
F

    his own business.

10. Line 30: “You people make me sick”. Who is her anger directed at?

11. Explain in your own words what she means by : "You're like vultures."

12. How does she show her anger?

13. What may Bernard’s job be? How do you know? Justify with a quotation.

14. What is Bernard’s attitude throughout the passage?

15. Translate into French from "Keep your nose…" (l. 29) down to "…said the policeman." (l. 32).

II - EXPRESSION PERSONNELLE

Traitez l'un des deux sujets suivants. (200 mots)

a) The woman in the red dress comes back home and explains what happened to her.

b) What do you think of the attitude of the man in the lightweight suit ?

� wimp : a weak and ineffective person.
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